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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

Lavinia L. Dock, R.N. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IN GREAT BRITAIN 

An event of the utmost importance for the public health and of 
great moment to the nursing profession, is the creation of a Ministry 
of Health for England, Scotland and Wales. Included in the pro- 
vision of the bill, which is practically certain to be passed, is a clause 
saying that it shall be lawful for consultative councils to be formed, 
these councils to be formed of men and women, to advise or assist in 
the practical matters coming up for consideration in the course of 
various health campaigns. 

The ministry of health, as planned, will take over the functions 
now being discharged by various official bodies. It will have the 
School Nursing, the Infant Welfare Work. and Pre-natal Care of 
Mothers, the administration of the Midwives Act, and extensive pow- 
ers in regard to public hospitals and other institutions. It will thus 
be, doubtless, the official head and employer in the future, of armies 
of nurses, the more so as it will undertake new preventive lines of 
health conservation propaganda and education. The immediate out- 
look for nurses under the new Ministry of Health is, however, quite 
perplexing, as the war has brought into being large numbers of vol- 
unteer nursing aids (the V.A.D.'s) , many of whom belong to influen- 
tial circles, and the friends of the volunteers are now pushing hard, 
the war being over, to place them in public work. 

The Royal British Nurses' Association has this to say to English 
nurses : 

By the absence of an adequate supply of fully qualified nurses to meet civilian 
needs, numbers of very inadequately qualified people have got themselves seated 
firmly in the saddle, and the latest development is the proposal of the British Red 
Cross Society to provide specialists, if one may so describe them, to take over 
a great part of the grand field of preventive work -which we had looked forward 
to as the heritage of those who have qualified themselves by years of arduous 
training to undertake such work. Never was there clearer proof, if it were 
wanted, that one chairman, however well intentioned he may be, cannot serve 
bodies which have rival interests. 

Time and again we have advised our trained nurses to take one or other of 
the various examinations in Public Health work, as it seemed likely to prove, in 
the near future, the most valuable of any branch of special training to the nurses; 
and now the Chairman of the College of Nursing is one of the chief promoters 
of a scheme to secure for his V.A.D.'s this magnificent field of work, for which 
a knowledge of nursing, as acquired in a military hospital, provides no experience 
whatever. We note that the suggestion has been made that in every village 
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throughout the land the "village nurse," herself with but a few months' hospital 
experience, shall work in cooperation with a V.A.D., and that poor mothers and 
babies in rural districts shall depend upon these insufficiently trained women for 
guidance and care! 

It is only by active cooperation as individuals that the nurses can save the 
situation, and one has but to look down the list of advertisements for nurses to 
see how serious their economic position is. If the nurses would but develop the 
creative power that is in them, although in all too many cases it has been stunted 
somewhat by lack of freedom and free will, by the fostering of ithe group soul 
instead of a spirit of self-determination in hospital life, they would soon have the 
helm of the future of their profession in their own control. 

These words point to rather an ominous situation at present, yet 
we would not encourage English nurses in feeling disheartened at this 
prospect, for a brief experience will prove the inadequacy of the ill- 
trained woman and the need of the thoroughly trained. Volunteers 
themselves, if they are of the right stuff, will realize their deficiencies 
and will take a full training. The amateurs of to-day are the pro- 
fessionals of to-morrow. 

HOURLY NURSING IN AUSTRALIA 

There is in Australia a visiting nurse association to give hourly 
care to paying patients, of which Una says : 

This association now rests on a sound business basis, and an excellent scheme 
for the extension of the work has been carried into effect. Hitherto the nurses 
have taken up the work at their own risk without any assurance against financial 
loss, and by the courage, determination, and loyalty of the majority they have 
built up an institution of great patriotic value. 

In the future, however, each visiting nurse appointed by the association will 
be assured an income of three guineas a week, individual effort being conserved 
by the nurses retaining for themselves the full amount paid by them in nursing 
fees, which will give them an opportunity of sometimes making more than the 
assured three guineas a week. A percentage on the work they do and an annual 
membership fee will be paid into the Treasury of the association, from which 
they are subsidized in the event of not making their full fees. 



NOT HEREDITARY, NOT CONTAGIOUS 
It is comforting to remember that the present verdict of science regarding 
eancer is that it has not been proved to be hereditary. Moreover, it is a cheerful 
consideration in this connection that cancer, being, as it is, one of the diseases of 
later life, does to a certain extent go hand in hand with longevity. 

Another encouraging thing to remember about cancer is that it is not con- 
tagious. In spite of the enormous number of cancer cases throughout the country 
we do not know of a single proved case of contagion. On the other hand we have 
many reasons which practically amount to proofs that it cannot be transmitted. 
Nurses and others who are obliged to care for patients afflicted with cancer need 
have no fear of contracting the disease through their labors. — Prom Campaign 
Notes, American Society for the Control of Cancer. 



